
 What is a Maintenance & 
Operations (M&O) Levy?  

The M&O levy is a tax assessed on 
property owners to help pay for the daily 
maintenance and operations of schools.  
Because the state and federal 
government only pay for about 70% of 
our school districtôs budget (this 
percentage is called apportionment), 
local levies bridge the funding gap.  The 
state limits how much money districts 
can ask for in local levies.  

Is this a new tax?  
A Replacement M&O Levy is NOT a new 
tax, but a RENEWAL OF THE CURRENT 
LEVY.  In Green Mountain, the last levy 
election was held in 2008 and was for a 
four year period.  The upcoming election 
asks voters to approve a renewal of the 
current levy for the next four years.  
 

How does a Levy differ from a 
Bond?  

A LEVY pays for the daily operations of 
the district , and provides money for 
essential programs and services not 
funded by the state and federal 
government. 
 

BONDS build new schools and/or 
remodel or upgrade school and district 
facilities.  BONDS cannot be used to fund 
school district operations.  This is NOT a 
bond election. 
 

What is the amount of the Levy 
and what will it cost you?  

 

The M&O Levy will cost property owners 
approximately $3.70 per $1,000  of 
assessed value in 2012. 
This levy will generate revenues of: 
$400,000 during each year of the levy 
term 2013ð2017.  This means that there  
will not be any increase in the collection 
amount from our levy in 2012.   
The district is prepared to maintain a 
fixed collection amount over the next 
four years in recognition of your support 
and confidence in our financial 
stewardship during these challenging 
economic times.  The total collection 
amount provides  30% of Green 
Mountainôs daily operation budget. 
 

 If I donôt have children in the 
schools, how can I benefit from 
approval of the Levy?  
 
Good schools built on a solid financial 
foundation contribute to protecting your 
home and property investment.  
 

6. Is anyone eligible for an 
exemption from paying the Levy 
tax?  
Senior Citizens and disabled property 
owners may be eligible for a tax 
exemption.  Applications are available at 
the Clark County Department of 
Assessment at (360)397-6046. 
 

 Other important elements of our  

M&O Levyé 
 

The projected levy rates are based on the 
total assessed value of property in the 

district.  If the assessed value exceeds 
projections, the tax rate will drop .   
 

What evidence is there that Green 

Mountain students are making 

academic gains?  

 
Green Mountainôs Washington 

Measurement of Student Progress (MSP) 
scores continue to exceed standards, and 

we have received commendations from the 
state for our high achievement.  
 

How can we be sure the district is 

making good use of its tax dollars?  
 

The School Board monitors the financial 
progress of school program expenditures 

each month. At each monthly meeting the 
School Board provides guidance for the 

allocation of the necessary financial 

resources to further support our staff 
members as they work to provide great  

learning opportunities to meet the needs of 
our students.   

 
If you have any questionsé. 

 

Please contact our Superintendent,   

Joe Jones at (360)225-7366 or by e-mail  

joe.jones@greenmountainschool.us  
 

You are also invited to contact our school 
board members: 

 
     Rick Syring, (360)225-7719       

     rick.syring@greenmountainschool.us 

 
    Steve Hoffman. (360)225-6704 

    steve.hoffman@greenmountainschool.us 
 

    Wendy Arends, (360)225-7377 

    wendy.arends@greenmountainschool.us 
 

    Garren Elmer, (360)263-6324 
    garren.elmer@greenmountainschool.us 

 
    Jeff Strong, (360)247-6700 

    jeff.strong@greenmountainschool.us 
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What will happen if the levy 
does not pass?  
 
Without passage of this levy, the district will 
have to cut its budget by 30%  necessitating 
drastic cuts over the next four years which 
could include reduction in support and teaching 
staff, insufficient funds to stock our library, 
insufficient funds to properly maintain, and 
ensure expected life of existing facilities, 
increased student fees to cover field trips and 
curriculum costs, insufficient funds to replace 
aging equipment.   The possible loss of our 
locally generated levy funds in conjunction with 
the significant state funding reductions that will 
occur will drastically impact the educational 
quality of this unique and special place that is 
Green Mountain. 
 Failure of our levy will no doubt bring 
about talk of consolidation, annexation and 
cessation. We could become a small part of a 
much larger district with its own costs and 
taxes if we do not receive the funds provided 
by our local levy. 

Key Dates:  
 
YOUR GUIDE to the February 14th  

RENEWAL MAINTENANCE AND 
OPERATIONS LEVY 

Jan 13 Last day to register at Clark 

 County Elections Office to vote 
 

Jan 10th & 24th   
 Community Forum on election 

 sponsored by Friends of Green 

 Mountain, 6:00 PM, in our library.  
 

Feb 14 Election Day for the Green 
 Mountain Replacement M&O Levy  

          (Last day to hand deliver your ballot  
            or have your ballot postmarked)  

1. WHEN?  Green Mountain patrons can vote 
by mail on the Maintenance and Operations (M 
& O) Replacement Levy when they receive their 
ballots at the end of January.  
 

2. WHAT? The M&O Levy pays for staff and 
program support beyond what is funded by the 
state and federal government.  Our local levy 
dollars fund 30% of our daily operations costs 
here at Green Mountain. 
 

3. WHY?  State and federal funding for public 
schools is inadequate to cover the costs of 
school programs and student needs for basic 
education.  The state allows districts to raise 
local funds through M&O levies to pay for 
essential  needs.   
 

4. HOW LONG? This is a four year levy. 
 

5. COST?  The previously approved levy which 
expires in 2012 is forecast to cost $3.70/$1,000 
in 2012. This replacement levy request is 
estimated to continue the $3.70 rate for 2013 -
17. For the purposes of estimating tax rates, 
weôve assumed that assessed values will remain 
flat during this time span. However, please 
remember that if assessed property values 
were to increase, the district would NOT collect 
anymore than the $400,000 amount that is 
being proposed for collection. An increase in 
home values will reduce the tax rate required to 
collect the levy amount.  

Key Benefits of a Replacement Levy  
Replaces the levy approved in 2008. 
Provides our district with the ability to 
collect levy equalization funds from the 
state.  Without a current M & O Levy we 
will  not be eligible to receive these funds 
from the state.  

Bridges the funding gap between what the 
state and federal government allocates to 
provide the services and supports that are 
needed to educate our children. 
Pays for certified and classified staffing 
(salaries and benefits) necessary to meet 
educational needs beyond what is 
supported by the state.  
Supports instructional programs, 
curriculum work and materials, teaching 
materials, supplies and equipment. 
Pays for utilities. 
Pays for maintenance of our buildings and 
school grounds. 
Pays for classroom and building supplies. 
Pays for library supplies and new books. 
Pays for equipment repairs. 
Pays for high school tuition costs of Green 
Mountain students. 
Pays for transportation services beyond 
what is paid for by the state.  
We qualify for approximately $40,000.00 in 
equalization funds from the state each year by 
having a voter approved levy. 

Top 5 Levy Facts  Key Benefits  


